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EVACUATION ACTION CHECKLIST 
---------------------------------------------- 

IF GIVEN EVACUATION ORDER,  

LEAVE IMMEDIATELY.   

ANY DELAY COULD RISK YOUR LIFE. 
---------------------------------------------- 

IF GIVEN EVACUATION WARNING: 
Monitor local news and radio stations for fire information.  In Marin, AM740, 810 and FM 88.5 are 
good options. 
 
Alert your neighbors, especially if they have children, or are elderly or disabled. 
 
Use your Grab & Go check list to assemble your irreplaceable possessions (photo albums, original 
art, computer records, insurance records, etc. and load in car 
 
Load your Pre-Packed Evacuation Kit in your car. 
 
Pack water, portable radio, flashlight.  
 
Make sure your cell phone has the wireless emergency alerts turned on.  Turn down cell phone 
brightness to conserve power. If you have call forwarding on your home phone, forward to your cell. 
 
Move your car off of the street so that you do not block emergency vehicles.  Park car in driveway 
facing the street.  Leave keys in ignition. Roll up windows and close vents. 
 
Leave house unlocked and lights on. 
 

ON YOUR PERSON 
Dress in long sleeves and long pants, heavy cotton or wool is preferable no matter how hot it is.  
 
Wear leather gloves, head, and eye protection - goggles are best.  
 
Cover your face with a dry bandana or cotton or wool cloth or scarf OVER an N95 respirator.  
 
Carry a headlamp and flashlight (even during the day), cell phone, and spare battery.  
 
Carry your car keys and wallet on your person.  
 
Drink lots of water and stay hydrated. 
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IF GIVEN EVACUATION WARNING (CONT.) 
 

PETS 
Locate your pets and place in carriers NOW.  You will not be able to catch them later.    
 
Place carriers (with your pets in them) near the front door, with fresh water and extra food. 
 

INSIDE THE HOUSE 
Shut all windows and doors and leave UNLOCKED 
 
Close dog doors, fire place dampers, skylights. 
 
Remove flammable window shades and lightweight curtains 
 
Close metal shutters and blinds. 
 
Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away from windows and doors. 
 
Turn off pilot lights  
 
Leave all indoor and exterior lights on so firefighters can see your house under smoky conditions. 
 
Shut off air conditioning and house fans. 

 
OUTSIDE THE HOUSE 

Gather up combustible items from the exterior of the house.  Bring them inside OR move them at 
least 30' from any structure OR place them in your pool. This includes patio furniture, children’s 
toys, door mats, trash cans, etc. 
 
Turn off propane tanks. 
 
Move propane BBQ appliances away from structures and close propane valves. 
 
Disconnect the garage door w/ red handle. 
 
Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or spigots with grip nozzles.  
 
Fill water buckets and place them around the house. 
 
Make sure all hoses and irrigation systems are turned off.  DO NOT leave sprinklers on or water 
running.  They are ineffective and can reduce critical water pressure for the entire neighborhood. 
 
Hosing your roof down is dangerous and ineffective.   
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IF GIVEN EVACUATION WARNING (CONT.) 
 

Leave ladders out at the corners of the house for firefighters to quickly access your roof. 
 
Get out fire extinguishers.  
   
If you have combustible fence attached to house, secure gate in open position.  
 
Shut off gas at meter.           
 
Clearly mark water sources such as pool, pond.            
 
Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or commercial seals. 
 

WHEN YOU EVACUATE 

LEAVE EARLY! 
 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER 
Put a sign on your door/gate – EVACUATED 
 
Post a note on front door telling others when you left and where you are going. 
 
Check on neighbors and make sure they are preparing to leave. 
 
If you are driving, visibility may be low.  Turn your head lights on.  DRIVE SLOWLY! 
 
When confronted by approaching emergency vehicles, get off the road and out of the way.   
 
You can safely drive when there is fire burning on the roadsides.  
 
If the roads out of your neighborhood become impassable due to abandoned vehicles or the 
approaching fire, park your car off the roadway and evacuate on foot or bicycle using streets, lanes 
and paths.   
 
Do not leave your car where it will block the road or hinder firefighters. 
 
Never use fire roads for evacuation.  Evacuate towards major roads and away from fire.   
 
Once safely away from the flames, head for the agreed upon meeting place or to the local shelter.   

 
Once your family is gathered, evacuate to the nearest major community away from the fire.  
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IF YOU BECOME TRAPPED 

Stay calm and don't panic.  

AT HOME 
Call 911. 
 
Close all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.   
 
Keep all family members together.   
 
Stay near entry door, away from outside walls.   
 
Once the fire has passed by the house, get out and move back across the burned area to safety.  
 

IN YOUR CAR 
Call 911. 
 
You are almost always better off taking shelter in a building or remaining in your car until the fire 
passes.  If no building is available, park in area clear of vegetation.   
 
Pull to side of the road.  Close windows and vents, turn on headlights and emergency flasher, cover 
yourself and lie on the floor.  
 
Do not leave vehicle until fire has passed by.  
 

ON FOOT 
Find an area clear of vegetation on road or lie in a ditch, breath through a towel or cloth, and cover 
all areas of exposed skin. 
 
Once the fire has passed by the house, get out and move back across the burned area to safety.  
 

 IF A FIRE BREAKS OUT IN YOUR HOME 

Call 911.        Call out or account for all family members and pets. 
 
Test doors for heat using the back of your hand.  If you feel any heat, don’t open the door.   Use an 
alternate exit.   
 
If door is cool, open carefully, checking for smoke or flames.  Crawl with your head 12-24 inches 
above the ground to stay under the smoke.   
 
Once you are out of a burning building, do not go back inside for any reason.   


